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UM HONORS VETERANS DURING FO O TBA LL GAME
MISSOULA The University of Montana will pay special tribute to soldiers past and present during
its first home football game after Veterans Day.
During Saturday’s contest between the Grizzlies and Sacramento State Hornets, the coin
toss will be done by UM President George Dennison and Col. Sam Roberts, a veteran of three
wars and former standout Griz football player.
The University also is offering two free tickets to each member of Missoula’s l-163rd
Infantry Company C, which is bound for Iraq later this month. The extra tickets are intended
for the soldiers’ spouses, family members or significant others.
“We wanted to show that UM really appreciates the role these people play in the
defense of our country,” UM Athletic Director Don Read said.
Funding for the tickets came from the UM President’s Office and anonymous donors.
The Missoula National Guard unit started a deployment lasting at least 18 months in
July. Since then the soldiers have trained in the United States with no leave. But they were
allowed to return to Montana for a short visit this month before deployment to the war zone.
Roberts, the honorary coin flipper, graduated from Helena High School in 1936 before
playing for the Griz during 1937-39. He entered the Army Air Corps in 1941 and accumulated
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7,000 flying hours, serving the U.S. Air Force in World War II, Korea and Vietnam.
He was in the Strategic Air Command and was assistant chief of staff for intelligence at
the U.S. Military Assistance Command in Vietnam during 1967-69. In 1969 he was decorated
with the Legion of Merit for outstanding service to his country.
Roberts and his wife, Kathleen, provide an annual scholarship to a deserving cadet in
UM’s ROTC Program. He also serves on UM ’s Local Executive Board.
“I think it reflects well on the University that they are doing this,” Roberts said. “I
think every one of those men and women that are going over there are helping protect our
freedoms.”
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